
REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF PORT NECHES 

 
4:00 P.M.                                                                                         February 4, 2021 
 
MEETING 
 

The regular meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Mayor Johnson at Port Neches City Hall, 
1005 Merriman Street, Port Neches, Texas with the following members in attendance to wit: 
 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor 
Robert Arnold, Mayor Pro Tem 
Chris McMahon, Councilmember 
John Davenport, Councilmember 
Terry Schwertner, Councilmember 
 
Also present: 
Andre’ Wimer, City Manager 
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary 
Pete Steele, City Attorney 
 
Absent: 
Adam Anders, Councilmember 
 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
 

Mayor Johnson led the Pledge of Allegiance and Councilmember Schwertner gave the invocation. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the minutes of the regular meeting held January 
21, 2021, seconded by Councilmember Davenport.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   

 
PROCLAMATIONS 
 

There were no proclamations.  
 
AGENDA ITEM 7 – APPROVAL OF THE 2020 RACIAL PROFILING REPORT FOR THE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 
City Council was provided the 2020 Racial Profiling Report from Chief Lemoine.  The City Manager 
explained that this report is required by Senate Bill No. 1074, passed by the 77th Texas Legislature.  
He stated the law requires the report to be filed with the Mayor and City Council no later than 
March 1 of each year. He noted that Chief Lemoine concludes in his report that analysis of data 
indicates no racial profiling by the Port Neches Police Department. 
 
Councilmember McMahon made a motion approve the 2020 Racial Profiling Report, seconded by 
Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE.   
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AGENDA ITEM 8 – APPROVAL OF THE 2021 STREET PROJECTS 
 
City Manager presented the City Council with the proposed 2021 street projects list. The City 
Manager explained that City staff annually compiles a list of streets to be chip sealed based upon 
roadway condition, usage, coordination or conflict with other infrastructure projects.   He noted 
that this work is accomplished with the assistance provided by Jefferson County Precinct 2 
personnel and equipment.  He stated the recommended list equates to approximately three (3) 
miles of streets which is the generally typical amount of work performed.  He noted that the City 
Council retains the authority to modify the proposed list recognizing that the overall amount must 
remain in the three (3) mile range. 

 
Councilmember Schwertner made a motion to approve the 2021 street projects lists, seconded 
by Councilmember McMahon.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 

 
 

AGENDA ITEM 9 – THE APPROVAL OF AN INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT BETWEEN JEFFERSON COUNTY AND 
THE CITY OF PORT NECHES FOR STREET REPAIRS AND MAINTENANCE 

 
City Council was provided a copy of the proposed Interlocal Agreement.  The City Manager 
explained that this document pertains to the street repair and rehabilitation work scheduled for 
2021 which will require the assistance of Jefferson County.   

  

Mayor Pro Tem Arnold made a motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement with Jefferson County 
for street repair and rehabilitation work, seconded by Councilmember Schwertner.  MOTION 
PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 10 – APPROVAL OF A LEASE AGREEMENT WITH VFW POST 4820 FOR THE USE OF THE 
ARMORY 
 

The City Manager requested this item be postponed until the February 18, 2021 City Council 
meeting. 
 
Councilmember Davenport made a motion to postpone this item until the February 18, 2021 City 
Council meeting, seconded by Mayor Pro Tem Arnold.  MOTION PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 11 - DISCUSSION REGARDING TUGBOAT ISLAND 
 

There was no additional information provided to the City Council. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN. 
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AGENDA ITEM 12 - DISCUSSION REGARDING NOISE CONCERNS ASSOCIATED WITH AIR LIQUIDE 
 

Mayor Johnson read a statement addressing concerns associated with the on-going level of noise 
created by the Air Liquide facility.  He stated that the noise levels have been a recurring issue since 
the Air Liquide expansion which included a new air compressor.  Mayor Johnson noted that while 
Air Liquide has attempted to remediate the noise with additional insulation and the construction 
of a sound barrier; these attempts have not resolved the problem. He explained that the noise 
level has continued and resulted in numerous complaints.  He stated that the noise greatly 
impedes the sporting events on the Port Neches baseball and softball fields.  He noted that Port 
Neches Groves athletics are in training and the noise levels bleed over into the stadium and fields. 
 
Mayor Johnson read the following statement: 
 

During the past several years the City Manager and I have received numerous citizen 
complaints concerning the excessive noise coming from the Port Neches Air Liquide 
facility. 
 
It was initially believed that the noise was a result of an onsite air compressor and Air 
Liquide did construct sound barriers around the compressor which helped, but did not 
solve the noise issue and citizen complaints have continued. 
 
Lately, I have had many citizens share that the noise has been, at times, so loud that it has 
awaken them in the middle of the night.  There have been times, while sitting in their 
yards, they have experienced noise levels so loud that they had to move indoors to carry 
on a conversation.  I personally have experienced this problem as well. 
 
An example, yesterday evening, Air Liquide experienced excessive noise that lasted late 
into the evening.  I was awakened again at 1:00am and 4:00am this morning. 
 
During softball and baseball games, on the little league fields, the noise is so loud that it 
is difficult for the participants to communicate. 
 
With our newly renovated Pony/Colt field, select baseball plays tournament games on 
that field and visitors, from outside the city, attend these games – the noise has been so 
loud that it is embarrassing.  
 
Lastly, the PNG Indians baseball and softball teams have begun their training, on their 
appropriate fields, and their season begins Monday.  The noise levels bleed over to their 
stadiums. 
 
I appreciate that representatives from Air Liquide are with us today and they will be given 
an opportunity to address the City Council.  Thank you for being here. 
 
Finally, I am asking Air Liquide to investigate the cause of this excessive noise and take 
the necessary steps to stop this disturbance. 
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I request that Air Liquide be placed on the March 11th City Council meeting agenda and 
that they present their plan as to how they will stop this noise intrusion/disturbance of 
the peace in the City of Port Neches. 

  

Representatives from Air Liquide were present at the meeting: Emil Ziembo, Plant Manager; 
Daniel Sobie, Operations Manager; and Matt Anderson, Advisor of Government Affairs. Mr. 
Ziembo stated that since 2016 they have been proactively working on noise level and subsequent 
complaints.  He explained they have taken noise surveys to address the concerns.   
 

Mayor Johnson expressed his appreciation that the Air Liquide representatives were present at 
the meeting.  He stated that this agenda item will be on the March 11, 2021 City Council meeting 
so that Air Liquide can present their plan as to how they will address the noise intrusion and 
disturbance of the peace in the City of Port Neches.  He stated that he would like to have 
representatives from the corporate office present at the meeting.  

 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 

AGENDA ITEM 13 – EXECUTIVE SESSION  
 

Mayor Johnson recessed the regular meeting to enter into Executive Session at 4:20 p.m. to 
discuss the following matters: 

 

Real Property – Texas Government Code, Section 551.072 
 

Discuss acquisition, exchange, sale, and/or lease of property. 
 

Litigation – Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 
 

Economic Development Negotiations – Texas Government Code, Section 551.087 
 

Consultation with City Attorney – Texas Government Code, Section 551.071 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 14 – RECONVENE INTO REGULAR SESSION 
 

Mayor Johnson reconvened the regular meeting of the City Council at 4:47 p.m.  
 

NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
 

AGENDA ITEM 15 – ADJOURN 
 

There being no further business the meeting was adjourned at 4:48 p.m. 
 
_________________________________ 
Glenn Johnson, Mayor  
 
 
 

ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 
Rene Birdsong, Assistant City Secretary 


